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2 November 1959
DRATT

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR
SUBJECT: The Berlin Situstion

1. The Board discussed the Berlin situation this morning,
and came to the followirg conclusions. Admittedly these are
somevhat tentative =- not all the avallable evidence supports

them, Nevertheless, on balance the Board belleves:

(a) th.t the Soviets have now given up,aat least
for the time being, thelr attempt to force the West cut

of Berlin;

(b) that Khrushchev feels that even though he hes
falled to get the West ocut of Berlin, he has achieved
varicus secondary aims -= namely, to loosen up the
d - tomatic situation, visit the US, and improve

prospects for a summit conference;

(c) thet Khrushchev would now like to put Berlin
into the background for a while, preferably by distracting

world attention on to problems of disarmement. At present
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1t 18 not the USSR but the West, and especlally the
Us, which is keeping the Berlin issue vigorously alive

and prominently on the ogenda of prospective conferences,

2, The Boord belleves that thls qulescent vhase of
Soviet pollcy respecting Berlin is only temporary, though
it moy last for another year or two. The Soviets prcbably
believe that o deecpening of the Berlin crisis, ln an effort
to "gettle" the problem now, would involve too many risks.
But the Soviets will without doubt recopen the lssue at scme
time in the falrly near future, They are almost cerbainly
confident thot thelr bargeining position will impxove as

tine goes ‘on,

ADBOT SMITH
Acting Chalrman
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